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We have now covered three of the four dimensions of 
the Gospel message, or Kerygma. Dcn. Brett and I 
have framed this series by asking questions: 
 

 Why is there something instead of nothing? 
(Created) 

 Why is the world so messed up? (Captured) 

 What is God doing about it? (Rescued) 
 
And now we come to the final part: “Response”. The 
question is simple: What is our role? In other words, 
if we have grasped the profundity of the Gospel, 
there should be a natural response. That response will 
differ depending on who you are and where you are 
in your state in life. The big picture response is likely 
enfolded in two parts: Gratitude and Surrender.  
 
Gratitude: I am thankful that God has saved me. I am 
thankful that He loves me and does not want me to be 
captured by the sin and wreckage I have created in my life.  
 

Coming to Mass and receiving the Eucharist (word 
means “thanksgiving”) is a potent way to show our 
appreciation. It also reveals that only in God is our 
soul at rest and capable of a joy beyond 
understanding. The goal of the kerygma is to come 
into a transformative, life-changing, and ongoing 
encounter with Jesus Christ. This is clearly a journey 
that fills one’s lifetime and culminates in heaven. 

Surrender: With this understanding of the Gospel and 
having a personal encounter with Jesus, I trust Him who 
made me and loves me. He is the remedy for my wounds 
and reason for my rejoicing. 
 

Almost every weekend, I have heard a story of how 
the Surrender novena has changed lives here at Holy 
Trinity and beyond. The novena itself is not magic, 
but it helps us to let go and respond in a potent way 
for all that God has done for us. When we finally let 
go of all those things that weigh us down and give 
them over to Jesus, we will be truly free. This is one of 
the reasons that Jesus gives to explain why he came. 
Recall the passage in John 10:10: “I have come that 
you may have life, and life in abundance.” 
 
May this last week of Advent give you an 
opportunity to respond in gratitude and surrender 
once again to our Lord, for his coming as man, dying 
on the cross, and rising again on the third day is the 
greatest news ever! 
 
I look forward to seeing you at one of our Christmas 
Masses: 4:00, 6:00 & 9:00pm on Christmas Eve and 
9:00am on Christmas Day! Since it’s Christmas Eve, 
our usual Confession hour is cancelled for Saturday. 
 
Funeral services were held last week for David 
Linder and Joy Luebke. May their souls and the souls 
of all the faithful departed, rest in peace. 

G REETINGS  FROM  F R .  B ILL  



3 

Hello, everyone! Two topics this weekend: one 
educational and one practical. 
 
First, the educational. Every year during Advent I get 
asked about our Advent banners in the church, 
especially the second (“O Adonai”). These six banners 
are artistic representations of what are known as the 
“O Antiphons.” 
 

In the Liturgy of the Hours, which bishops, priests, 
deacons, religious, and many lay people pray, there is 
a canticle from Luke’s gospel called the Magnificat 
that is sung or at least prayed each night. The 
Magnificat is always preceded and followed by an 
antiphon (a short verse, usually based on Scripture, 
that connects the prayer to the season of the year or 
the feast of the day — e.g., the “Alleluia” at Mass is 
an antiphon). 
 

During the last seven days of Advent, the antiphon 
each evening begins with one of the seven “O” 
Antiphons: 

 O Wisdom 

 O Adonai 

 O Root of Jesse 

 O Key of David 

 O Dayspring (O Morning Star on our banners) 

 O King of the Nations (O Bearer of Peace on our 
banners) 

 O Emmanuel (note that we don’t have 
this one placed in the sanctuary this year) 

 
Each of these is a title for Christ, taken from Old 
Testament prophecy. Adonai is simply the Hebrew 
word for ‘Lord’. 
 

Going back ages, our Jewish brothers and sisters have 
considered the name of God revealed to Moses 
(YHWH, usually rendered “Yahweh”) too holy to be 
spoken aloud, and so in their scriptures, whenever 
they encountered the divine name, they would 

substitute it with the word “Adonai,” or “Lord.” In 
our modern English translations of the Old 
Testament, you’ll see this echoed by the use of the 
word “LORD” in all caps; whenever you come across 
“LORD” in the Old Testament, it’s indicating that the 
original word for which LORD (in Hebrew, Adonai) 
is acting as a placeholder is “YHWH”. 
 

Probably the most common place that people 
encounter the O Antiphons today is in the Advent 
hymn, “O come, O come, Emmanuel,” in which each 
verse begins with one of the antiphons. If you’d like 
to learn more, just Google “O Antiphons” — you’ll 
find more info than you can shake a stick at! 
 
Okay, now the practical. We’re just a couple weeks 
away from the end of 2022, so I wanted to remind you 
all again of the deadlines/rules set by the IRS for 
donations to be counted for a given tax year. 
 

1. Mailed-in contributions must be postmarked 
(not necessarily received) by December 31st. 

2. Online donations must be time-stamped by 

11:59pm on December 31st. 

3. Hand-delivered check or cash donations must 
be dated and received by December 31st. 

 
December 31st is a Saturday this year, and we will 
have our 5:30pm Mass that afternoon. Since that’s 
technically the Vigil Mass for Sunday, January 1st, we 
anticipate getting a mix of checks with those 
two dates for that weekend’s collection. To keep 
things simple (for us and for you!), all checks dated 

December 31, 2022, as well as cash-containing 

envelopes dated December 31, 2022, that we receive 

that weekend will be counted with your 2022 

contributions. 
 
If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to call 
the office or email us. Thank you all for your 
continued generosity, especially during the holidays! 

BRETT ’S  T WO  C ENTS  

Offertory  $21,939 

Food Closet 
Ministry  $3,525 

HT School    $260 

Additional 
Gifts   $2,500 

Food Closet – 
Holidays  $2,230 

PARISH FINANCES  
 

FOR THE WEEKEND OF DECEMBER 10–11 
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Usually, we springboard right from that sneaky Fourth 
Sunday right onto Christmas Eve. Not this year! 
Christmas is on Sunday. We have one more week! 
 

Most years, Jesus just shows up on the scene when the 4th 
Sunday is only hours old, and He’s here, and it’s 
Christmas! But this year we have an extra week. How 
about we use this extra week more wisely, allowing the 
anticipation of one more week to intoxicate us with the 
possibility of what to do with it? 
 

My question for you is this: what is the one thing you 
haven’t had time to do? And now a qualifier: whatever it 
is, it has to be something that leads you and your family 
deeper into the real joy of this holy season and closer to 
the heart of Jesus. He is, after all, the reason for the 
season.  
 

Is there a prayer you haven’t said, a moment you haven’t 
savored, a silence you haven’t entered into? Is there 
someone you needed to call or spend time with, or a piece 
of the season that has escaped you? Here is your chance to 
dream! Discard some “useless task” and add back in 
something that you set aside or didn’t even consider 
doing. And as you figure out just what that may be, may 
the peace of Christ reign in your hearts to guide you.  
 

The truth for all of us is the realization that everything in 
our life that is good is from God, and part of what 
Christmas is all about is sharing this goodness with 
others. Whatever particular way we’ve chosen, let’s plan 
on doing that this 4th Week of Advent. While we’re at it, 
let’s prepare our hearts for the greatest good that God has 
given us: Jesus Christ, our Lord! 

F OR  W HAT  I T ’ S  WORTH :  
T HOUGHTS  ON  F AITH  

Erin Nieves — erin@h-t.org 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
 

 12/25 — No Class: Merry Christmas! 

 1/1 — No Class: Happy New Year! 

 1/8 — Class as usual (with the Parish Epiphany 
Party following!) 

 
CONFIRMATION 

 

Our next (and final!) class is on January 8th!  Please 
bring your patron saint homework with you. 
 

We have 115 candidates preparing for the sacrament 
this year!  Please keep them in your prayers as they 
enter the final stretch of reflection before their 
sacramental celebration. 

R ELIGIOUS  E DUCATION :  K–5 
F IRST  C OMMUNION   |   C ONFIRMATIO N  

Chris Storm— cstorm@htsch.org 

Y OUTH  M INISTRY  |  6 -12 TH GRADE  

Nick Krautscheid — nick@h-t.org 

F AITH  F ORMATION  

Saturday 17th 

5:30pm  In Thanksgiving from the Flores Family 
 

Sunday 18th 
8:00am  Holy Trinity Parish 
 

9:30am  +Joseph Thiet Le 
 

11:15am Blessings to Alan & Christine Koelling as  
   they celebrate their 23rd anniversary 
 

Monday 19th 

8:15am  +David Linder 
 

Tuesday 20th 
8:15am  +Anthony DiPari 
 
Wednesday 21st 
8:15am  In Thanksgiving from the Gascon Family 
    and 
   +John Earl Barham 
    and 
   +Teresita Duhaylongsod 
    and 
   +Steve Marsh 
 

Thursday 22nd 
8:15am  +Magdalena Tuyet Suong Ngo 
    and 
   +Joseph Parayil 
    and 
   +Bill Judge 
    and 
   +Concisa E. Floresta 
 

Friday 23rd 
8:15am  +Prisca Varela 
 

 
The flowers this weekend are in honor of 

Alan & Christine Koelling’s 23rd anniversary. 

M ASS  I NTENTIONS  

mailto:erin@h-t.org
mailto:cstorm@htsch.org
mailto:nick@h-t.org
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2022 Holiday Season Recap 

Thank you for your generosity this holiday season! I 
want to recap the amazing things you made possible 
for people in our community these past two months. 
 
In November, we were able to help 151 families with 
Thanksgiving gift cards and donated to L’Arche 
Portland and UGM’s Women’s LifeChange Center 
for their Thanksgiving dinners. We also helped 38 
veteran families, and the coordinator contacted me 
to say that “several veteran families reached out and 
said the gift card made a huge difference for them 
for Thanksgiving.” 
 

For Christmas, we helped over two hundred families 
with gift cards: 150  families at  Rose Haven,  20 
veteran families, and 42 families through the Food 
Closet. We also donated to the Women’s Center 
again for their Christmas dinner.   
 

And the Toy Drive? Huge success! We collected over 

700 toys! As I dropped off toys to the Beaverton 
School District (BSD), Family Justice Center, and the 
Department of Heath Services, I was met with 
overjoyed coordinators who were extremely excited 
and overwhelmed with your generosity. I have 
asked them to share pictures if possible from their 
Toy Drives; the photo below is from BSD. 
 
Again, thank you so much for your generosity! There 
are hundreds of  children in our community that will 
have gifts to unwrap and families that will enjoy 
Christmas dinner who may not have been able to 
without your support. 

F OOD  C LOSET  M INISTRY  
 

Michelle Dieter — 503.641.1842 — michelle@h-t.org 
 

HOLY TRINITY FOOD CLOSET IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY PROVIDER.  

Food Closet  

Last Week 680 

Since January 1st 23,172 

Backpack Program 

Last Week 66 

School Year 1,104 

NUMBER  OF  PEOPLE  SERVED  

M INISTRY  N EWS  

Fourth Week of Advent: Living Gospel Nonviolence 

“All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through 
the prophet: ‘Behold, the virgin shall be with child and bear a 
son, and they shall name him ‘Emmanuel,’ which means 
‘God is with us.’” (Mt 1:22–23) 

 

“Joseph was distraught at the news that Mary would have 
a baby. He thought of divorcing her quietly, not accusing 
her of infidelity, but leaving her and the child. But the 
angel of God greets him with the words of divine 
consolation: “Be not afraid.” We often feel overwhelmed 
by the circumstances in our lives and in our world. We 
may be tempted to seek an easy way out, or even to 
respond in ways that betray our faith in a compassionate 
God. Like Joseph, we are driven by compassion and 
concern, but we may despair of finding an appropriate 
response.” 
 

Reflect: Do you have relationships that are in need of 
reconciliation, peace, and mercy? Is there a situation in 
your life where you need to hear “Be not afraid”? 
 

Act: Name an opportunity you have in your church or 
community to be peacemaker.   
 

Click here to read the full reflection from the Maryknoll 
Office for Global Concerns, or go to h-t.org/advent and select 

“Maryknoll Advent Guide 2022” from the list of resources.  

S OCIAL  J USTICE  M INISTRY  
Eileen Sleva — 503.713.7939 — eileen.sleva@gmail.com 

Our Winter 2022 study is Unlocking the Mystery of the 

Bible, presented by Jeff Cavins and Sarah Christmyer 
from Ascension Press. This eight-week study will give 
participants the “big picture” of the story of salvation 
history and how we each fit into God’s plan. We’ll meet 
weekly from 9:00-11:00am in the Fireside Room, 

beginning January 18th with a fellowship session before 
starting the study the following week. Visit h-t.org/wbs to 
sign-up and buy the workbook (or request financial 
assistance), and email Marilyn Palma with any questions! 

W EDNESDAY  B IBLE  S TUDY  

Marilyn Palma — marilynpalma@comcast.net 

Each year during Advent, we 
prepare our hearts to celebrate the 
birth of Christ our Savior. As we 
anticipate this joyful celebration, we 
recall the journey of the Holy Family 
from Nazareth to Bethlehem. There 
are women in our communities  who 
are pregnant, poor, perhaps without 
a home, and in great need. They may 

feel alone, scared, and overwhelmed, not knowing where 
to turn. To find resources to help pregnant moms in our 
community, visit h-t.org/respect-life-ministry. 

R ESPECT  L IFE  M INISTRY  
Jerry & Vicky Maurseth — vjmaurseth@gmail.com 

mailto:michelle@h-t.org
https://www.h-t.org/documents/2022/11/Maryknoll%20Advent%20Reflection%202022.pdf
https://www.h-t.org/advent
mailto:eileen.sleva@gmail.com
https://www.h-t.org/wednesday-bible-study
mailto:marilynpalma@comcast.net
https://www.h-t.org/respect-life-ministry
mailto:vjmaurseth@gmail.com
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C OMMUNITY  A NNOUNCEMENTS  & P ARISH  E VENTS  

After a two-year pandemic hiatus, our Epiphany Party is back for 2023! Celebrate 
with us on Sunday, January 8th at 12:30pm in the cafeteria! Refreshments, ham, and 
rolls are provided; other food assignments are based on your last name: 

A – O: main/side dish  P – Z: salad 
 

For dessert, all parishioners are invited to make a King Cake to display and share! Ministry leaders can 
provide you with a plastic baby figurine (to represent baby Jesus),  which should be inserted into the cake 
before the party. Those who find the statuette in their slice of cake can redeem it at the party for a special 
prize! We'll provide serving utensils, but please label your serving dishes! 

 

This is the last weekend (December 17-18) that Food & Volunteer sign-up sheets will be in the narthex! 
Students needing community service hours are especially welcome — whatever your comfort zone, there’s 
always room for a helping hand with the Parish Events Ministry, and we’ll find a fun task for you! Contact 
Monette Mallari with any questions. 

H OLY  T RINITY ’ S  E PIPHANY  P ARTY  
Monette Mallari — monette.mallari@gmail.com — 503.307.3438 

Monday 19th 
Jgs 13:2–7, 24–25a | Lk 1:5–25 

 
Tuesday 20th 

Is 7:10–14 | Lk 1:26–38 
 

Wednesday 21st 
Sg 2:8–14 | Lk 1:39–45 

 
Thursday 22nd 

1 Sm 1:24–28 | Lk 1:46–56 
 

Friday 23rd 
Mal 3:1–4, 23–24 | Lk 1:57–66 

 
Saturday 24th & Sunday 25th 

Christmas Eve & 
Christmas Day Masses 

Is 9:1–6 
Ti 2:11–14 
Lk 2:1–14 

S CRIPTURE  R EADINGS  

For volunteer 
not-for-profit organizations  

 

We pray that volunteer non-profit 

organizations committed to 

human development find people 

dedicated to the common good 

and ceaselessly seek out new 

paths to international cooperation.  

HOLY FATHER’S INTENTION 
FOR DECEMBER 

https://bit.ly/GrottoXmas22
mailto:monette.mallari@gmail.com
http://usccb.org/bible/readings/121922.cfm
http://usccb.org/bible/readings/122022.cfm
http://usccb.org/bible/readings/122122.cfm
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/122222.cfm
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/122322.cfm
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/122522-night.cfm
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Annulment Advocacy     Erin Nieves | erin@h-t.org 
Funeral Planning      Ann Hammond | 503.701.9566 
Funeral Receptions     Dolores & Barb | ht.funeralrcp@gmail.com 

Homebound Ministry    Erin Nieves | erin@h-t.org 
Prayer Shawls      Renee D-J. | ht.prayershawl@gmail.com 
Prayer Requests      Erin Nieves | erin@h-t.org 

M INISTRIES  OF  P ASTORAL  SUPPORT  

P ARISH  STAFF  
Pastor      Bill Holtzinger | frbill@h-t.org 
Deacon & Business Manager Brett Edmonson | brett@h-t.org 
Parish Admin    Erica Wills | parish@h-t.org 
Bookkeeper     Julie Mikkelson | julie@h-t.org 
Pastoral Assistant   Erin Nieves | erin@h-t.org 
Pastoral Coordinator   Nick Krautscheid | nick@h-t.org 
Director of Religious Ed.  Chris Storm | cstorm@htsch.org 
Sacramental Admin. Asst.  Pat Linton | pat@h-t.org 
Food Closet Coordinator  Michelle Dieter | michelle@h-t.org 
Music Director    Mark Nieves | music@h-t.org 

Administrative Ingrid Lowery | ieal@comcast.net 
Pastoral   Maria Menor | meeps68@yahoo.com 
School   Eric Hansen | sac@htsch.org 

A DVISORY  C OUNCILS  

First Friday Adoration Mike Prusynski | 503.619.7888 
Information Desk Marilyn Palma | marilynpalma@comcast.net 
Newcomers Welcome Rocio & Nancy | rjjalapeno@comcast.net 
Parish Events  Monette Mallari | 503.307.3438 
Senior Luncheon  Brenda Goldner | bgoldner3@comcast.net 
Sunday Hospitality Allie Buchanan | mrsrlb76@gmail.com 

P ARISH  L IFE  

Baptism      Pat Linton | pat@h-t.org 
First Communion (2 gr. +)  Chris Storm | cstorm@htsch.org 
Confirmation (7-12 gr.)  Chris Storm | cstorm@htsch.org 
RCIA & Adult Confirmation Erin Nieves | erin@h-t.org 
Marriage & Wedding Prep. Pat Linton | pat@h-t.org 

S ACRAMENTAL  P REPARATION  

Abuse Survivors Group Anne Church | 971.238.2654 
Al-Anon Group Meeting Chuck K. | 347.336.0333 
Centering Prayer Group Marilyn M. | jonmarilynm@yahoo.com 
Christ Renews His Parish Carol Liebertz | 503.680.0749 
Filipino Community  Monette Mallari | 503.307.3438 
Health Ministry   Debbie Gray | debbie.a.m.gray@gmail.com 
Indian Community  Pinto Akkara | pintodavis@gmail.com 
Knights of Columbus  Dave LaMora | davidl627@yahoo.com 
L’Arche Portland Liaison Maria Menor | meeps68@yahoo.com 

Panache     Patty Huntzicker | phuntzicker@gmail.com 
Respect Life    Jerry Maurseth | vjmaurseth@gmail.com 
Social Justice   Eileen Sleva | eileen.sleva@gmail.com 
Women’s Prayer Group Irene Tarango | tarangoirene@yahoo.com 

C OMMUNITY  G ROUPS  & M INISTRIES  

Religious Ed. (K-5 gr.) Chris Storm | cstorm@htsch.org 
Youth Ministry (6-12 gr.) Nick Krautscheid | nick@h-t.org 
Wednesday Bible Study Marilyn Palma | marilynpalma@comcast.net 
Young Adult Ministry Nick Krautscheid | nick@h-t.org 

F AITH  FORMATION  & E DUCATION  

L ITURGICAL  M INIST RIES  
Altar Servers    Erin Nieves | erin@h-t.org 
Greeters     Jim Huntzicker | huntzicj@ohsu.edu 

Communion Ministers & Lectors Pat Linton | pat@h-t.org 

Sunday, December 18th 
 10:45-11:45am — R.E. Family Christmas Party 
 12:30-2:00pm, Gym — Youth Ministry 
 4:30-6:00pm, Fireside 4 — Small Faith Group (Akkara) 
 6:30pm, Church — Simbang Gabi  (rosary and Mass) 

 
Monday, December 19th 
 6:30-8:00pm, Fireside — Young Adult Ministry 
 6:30pm, Church — Simbang Gabi  (rosary and Mass) 

 
Tuesday, December 20th 
 6:30pm, Church — Simbang Gabi  (rosary and Mass) 
 7:00-8:00pm, Fireside — Al-Anon meeting 
 7:00-8:00pm, via Zoom — HT Zoom Bingo (email 

Debbie at debbie.a.m.gray@gmail.com to join the fun!) 

 
Wednesday, December 21st 

 

The Parish Office will be closed today from 
12:00–2:00pm for our Staff Christmas Luncheon. 

 

 6:00-7:30pm, Fireside — Women’s Prayer Group 
 6:30pm, Cafeteria — Simbang Gabi  (rosary and Mass) 
 6:30-8:30pm, Church — Choir rehearsal 
 
Thursday, December 22nd 

 6:30pm, Church — Simbang Gabi  (rosary and Mass) 

Friday, December 23rd 

 6:30pm, Church — Simbang Gabi  (rosary and 
Mass); reception to follow in Cafeteria 

 
Saturday, December 24th 

 

We will not have our usual 
4:00-5:00pm Confession time today. 

 

 4:00pm, Church — Mass  (will be live streamed with 
Communion distributed outside in parking lot) 

 6:00pm, Church — Mass  (will not be live streamed) 

 9:00pm, Church — Mass  (will be live streamed but 
Communion will NOT be distributed outside due to 
safety concerns) 

 
Sunday, December 25th 
 9:00am, Church — Mass  (will be live streamed with 

Communion distributed outside in parking lot) 

 
Monday, December 26th 

 

The Parish Office is closed today in 
observance of the Christmas holiday. 

 

 8:15am, Church — Daily Mass 

T HIS  WEEK  A T  H OLY  T RINITY  
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